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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Cypress Lake Middle School Girls Cross Country Team Wins District Title 
Team Advances to State Champsionship 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Sept. 2, 2014) – Cypress Lake Middle School’s girls cross country 

team is headed to the state championship. The team won the Lee County District Championship 

Jan. 8, with four of their girls finishing top ten in the meet. The team will compete in the state 

championship on Jan. 26 in Orlando, FL.  
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Oct. 28, 2014 
 
Terry Eberle  
The News-press      
 
Dear Mr. Terry Eberle, 
 
 I am writing about the article “Lasting impact: Soccer latest sport facing concussions,” 
published on Oct. 27. In the past, football has been the sport that faced criticism regarding its 
concussion rate and policy. Recently, however, the sport of soccer is facing the criticism. As The 
News-Press states, the current minimum age for teaching headers is 10 years old. Many people, 
including myself, are supporting the call to push that age back to 14 years of age.  
 
 As a soccer referee, this topic is important to me and it is one that I take seriously. Player 
safety is the number one priority of referees. We undergo a concussion training each year when 
we recertify, on signs, symptoms and how to handle concussions. It is our job to carry that over 
to the field. 
 
 There is a right and wrong way to attempt a header. At the age of 10, many players find it 
“fun” to head a ball; they just do it, whereas older players know the time and purpose of 
attempting a header. There is always a risk with headers; for the safety of the players, the age for 
teaching headers should be changed to 14 years of age. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Alexis Farinacci 
 
13641 Parkcrest Blvd 
Fort Myers, Fla. 33912 
772-216-3265 
aafarinacci9981@eagle.fgcu.edu 
  



 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Krista’s Boutique Set to Open Third Store Near FGCU in May 
The store has Hired Kevin Belletiere as the Manager of the New Store 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Oct. 21, 2014) – Krista’s Boutique, a women’s clothing store with 

locations in Fort Myers and Cape Coral, is set to open its third store in Estero, Fla. near the 

campus of Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) in May. 

 “We are excited to bring the store to a University location,” said Kirsta Short, owner of 

Krista’s Boutique. “We wanted to break into the college market and our hope is that being 

located near FGCU and attracting college age women will help us do that.”   

 Short has hired Kevin Belletiere, the former assistant store manager of the Cape Coral 

store, as the manager for the new store. Belletierre earned his bachelor’s degree in business from 

Florida Gulf Coast University and has 10 years of retail experience, including his two years as 

the assistant store manager for the Krista’s Boutique Cape Coral store. 

          “When deciding who we wanted to manage the store, we knew that Kevin was the right 

fit,” Short said. “He has a lot of knowledge about FGCU and its students as well as a vast 

amount of experience in retail, our clothing and target market in particular.”  

            Belletierre has already begun work in preparation for the store’s opening, which is 

currently being renovated and is set to open on May 6. It will be located at 56789 Third St. in 

Estero, Fla.  

 

 

 

–MORE– 
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About Krista’s Boutique 

 Krista’s Boutique is a locally owned and operated retail store with locations at 9876 Cape 

Coral Parkway, in Cape Coral, Fla; 5432 Cleveland Ave. in Fort Myers, Fla., as well as near the 

campus of FGCU The store’s corporate office is located adjacent to the Cape Coral location. For 

more information, visit www.KristasBoutique.com or call 239-574-1234.  
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Angela Alexis Farinacci 

Week 8 In-Class Assignment: Social Media Writing 

Tweets 

1. Registration is now open for the 2014 Flight for Air Stairclimb. #FlightForAirStairclimb 

#RegisterToday 

2. During Stairclimbs, which the American Lung Association hosts nationwide on 

December 13, climbers raise money by collecting pledges to ascend the stairway in High 

Point Place, the tallest building between Tampa and Miami.  

3. Thank you to our many sponsors for their continued support of the Fight for Air 

Stairclimb. Without your support and generous donations, this event would not be 

possible. 

Facebook Posts 

1. Be sure to register online now for the 2014 Fight For Air Stairclimb scheduled for 

December 13 at High Point Place in Fort Myers, Florida. The cost to register is $25 and 

each climber must also raise $100 in pledges. Don’t wait! Sign up now at 

www.FightForAirClimb.org.  

2. Did you know lung cancer is the leading cancer-related death for men and women in the 

United States? Last year, the Fight for Air Stairclimb raised $45,000. This year we hope 

is to raise $50,000. You don’t have to climb to donate. Climbers raise money by 

collecting pledges to ascend the stairway in High Point Place. Consider becoming a 

sponsor or pledging your support to one of our climbers today!  

3. The Fort Myers Fight for Air Stairclimb attracts many different men and women from 

around the area. But one thing that is always unique about the event in Fort Myers is the 

participation from our local firefighters and SAWT officers who don their full gear 

during the climb. Members of these organizations provide a little friendly competition 

between neighboring fire districts and law enforcement agencies.  



LinkedIn Posts 

1. Thank you to our many sponsors that helped make the American Lung Association’s 

Fight for Air Stairclimb the huge success it was. Thank you to the Lee Memorial Health 

System, High Point Place, 21st Century Oncology, Lee County Electric Cooperative, 

BB&T, Bagel Bagel, Simplified Technologies, Culligan Water, Bonefish Grill, Story 

Brook Realty, McDonalds, Kings Brand, The Morgan House and Sun Harvest Citrus. We 

appreciate your continued support, dedication, and generous donations that help make our 

event possible. 

2. The American Lung Association, which is now in its second century, works to save lives 

improving lung health and preventing lung disease. With your generous support, we are 

“Fighting for Air” through research, education and advocacy. Consider becoming a 

sponsor of this cause or pledging your support to one of climbers climbing in our 

upcoming Fight for Air Stairclimb on December13 at High Point Place in Fort Myers, 

Florida. 

3. Double the amount of climbers and teams are now registered for the upcoming Fight for 

Air Stairclimb! Consider making a donation today to save lives by improving lung health 

and preventing lung disease. For more information on the American Lung Association, 

visit www.lungusa.org or contact 1-800-LUNG-USA (1-800-586-4872). 

  



 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Fort Myers Mentors in Jeopardy of Shuttting Down  
Donations Needed to Keep the Organization Running 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Oct. 7, 2014) – Fort Myers Mentors, a nonprofit association that 

provides mentors to disadvantaged high school students in Lee County, is in jeopardy of having 

to shut down. The program is funded by donations from businesses and private donors, and for 

the second straight year, donations have decreased.  

(Chart: https://fgcu.instructure.com/courses/205512/files/24159047/download?wrap=1)  

 The group is now asking for the public’s help and requesting donations and has launched 

a website to collect donations. Phil Hansen, the association’s executive director, fears that if Fort 

Myers Mentors does not receive the additional donations it needs, that the program may be 

forced to shut down, leaving hundreds of high school children without mentors and the much 

needed support they receive from the program. 

     “On average, according to a study done by the local school district, the test scores of our 

students increased by 15 percent,” said Hansen, executive director. “If we are forced to shut 

down, many of these students will be left without the support they need. We want to be able to 

help the students of this community succeed in their education and in life.”  

(Photo: https://fgcu.instructure.com/courses/205512/files/24159050/download?wrap=1)  

     According to a graph that displays the path of our donations, donations from private donors 

has decreased from over $5,000 in 2008 to just over $1,000 in 2012. Business donations have 

also decreased from over $9,000 in 2008 to just over $7,000 in 2012.  

 

-MORE- 
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About Fort Myers Mentors  

 Fort Myers Mentors, serving Lee County for 15 years, currently has 88 volunteers and 

mentors 120 students from eight different high schools in Lee County. Since it has been running, 

the association has helped 1,550 students from across the community. For more information or to 

make a donation, visit www.FortMyersMentors.org/donations.  The organization can also be 

contacted at 239-891-2345.  

 

Chart Caption: Donations received from private citizens and businesses over the last five years.  

Photo Caption: Box Jones, a mentor at Fort Myers Mentors, tutors high school junior, Adam 

Marshall. (Fort Myers Mentors/Pete Rodriguez) 

Chart Caption: Chart analyzing donations from 2008 to 2012 
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Alexis Farinacci 
Week-6 In Class Assignment: Photo Captions 
 
PHOTO 1 
 
Superintendent Jim Smith of the Spring County School District in Fort Coral, Fla and members 
of the National Junior Honor Society at Springhill Middle School participate in the 
groundbreaking ceremony of the district’s new middle school to be named later. (Spring Country 
School District/Kara Winton) 
 
PHOTO 2 
 
Members of Springhill Middle School’s National Junior Honor Society were bussed to the site of 
the groundbreaking ceremony. Students, including (left to right); Jill Jackson, Abby Fehn, 
Shelby Smith, Emmy Rogers and Emily Johnson will now propose a name for the new school to 
Superintendent Jim Smith. (Spring County School District/Kara Winton) 
 
PHOTO 3 
 
Upon receiving the suggested names from the students of Springhill Middle School, 
Superintendent Jim Smith will present one final name for approval as the name of the new school 
to Spring County School District School Board members (left to right); Amber Barnes, Don 
Maravich, Angela Cross, Milan Bauder and Pete Guttery. Completion of the new school is 
expected in July, in time for the new school year to begin in August. (Spring County School 
District/Kara Winton) 
  



 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

USWFL Men’s Basketball Wins the A-Sun Conference 
Team Headed to the NCAA Tournament 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Sept. 16, 2014) – The University of Southwest Florida’s (USWFL) 

men’s basketball team defeated the University of North Florida on Sept. 15, at home, to win the 

A-Sun Conference Championship. The team scored a season-high 92 points, clinching a berth 

into the NCAA tournament.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Registration Now Open for Clean Water Lee County Walk 
Money Raised Build New Filter Marsh 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Sept. 16, 2014) – Registration is open for the Clean Water Lee 

County Walk on Sat Oct. 4 at Lakes Park in Fort Myers. Event proceeds raised will help 

buildnew filter marsh in eastern Lee County.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Hungry Student Hires New General Manager 
Peter Palmer Will Be Responsible for Launching New Loyalty Program.  

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Sept. 16, 2014) – Hungry Student, located just off the campus of 

the University of Southwest Florida (USWFL), has hired a new general manager. Peter Palmer 

will be responsible for all operations of the Hungry Student restaurant, including launching a 

new loyalty program USWLF students.   
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MEDIA ADVISORY  
 
Nov. 4, 2014  
 

               Lee County Wildlife Federation to Host Annual Country Music Concert 
               Money Raised to Benefit Organization’s Environmental Protection Initiatives 

     
WHAT: The Lee County Wildlife Federation is hosting its annual country music 

concert to raise money for its environmental protection initiatives. The 
goal for this year’s event is to raise $200,000 in funds for the 
organization’s Florida Panther education initiative. 

 
WHO:   Performers in this year’s concert are Madeup Blues, Country Band   
  and headliner Jason Derulo.  
 
WHEN: The concert is set to take place on Nov. 8, beginning at 5 p.m.  

5 p.m.  Madeup Blues performs 
   6 p.m.  Country Blues performs 
    7 p.m.   Jason Derulo performs 

8:15 p.m. Members of the media should report to VIP tent 
8:30 p.m. Concert ends; Interviews with Lady Antebellum begin 
9 p.m. Event ends, Lady Antebellum to board plane to next 

concert. 
 
WHERE: The annual country concert fundraiser will take place at the 

Caloosahatchee Regional Park in Lee County, located at 12345 Second St. 
in Alva, Fla.  

 
NOTE: Lady Antebellum has agreed to do interviews with the media.  

• Members	of	the	media	who	want	to	interview	Lady	
Antebellum	can	meet	at	the	VIP	tent	to	the	left	of	the	stage	
at	8:15	p.m.	

• After	the	concert,	around	8:30	p.m.,	Lady	Antebellum	will	
be	available	for	brief	interviews	until	9	p.m.	

• LCWF	Executive	Director	Teri	Stern	is	available	for	
interviews	at	any	point	in	the	evening	in	the	VIP	tent.		
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Janet: I wanted to touch base with you to make sure you received the media advisory I sent out 
earlier this week about the country music fundraiser we are hosting tomorrow from 5 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. The event will feature artists including Madeup Blues, Country Band and our headliner 
Jason Derulo. This year’s money raised will go toward helping us launch a Florida panther 
education initiative designed to try to decrease the number of panthers killed in collisions with 
cars. After the event, Lady Antebellum will be available for media interviews from 8:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m. We are expecting a crowd of over 2,000 people. Is the event on your schedule to cover 
tomorrow? If you need any other information, call me on my cell at 772-216-3265. Thanks, 
Alexis.  
  



 
 
MEDIA ADVISORY  
 
Date  
 

Lee County Children’s Museum Set to Re-open 
Museum Has Been Closed for the Past Four Months 

     
WHAT: The Lee County Children’s Museum is hosting its grand re-opening 

ceremony after being closed for the past four months. The museum has 
been renevating, including a $5 million expansion of the building.  

 
WHO: Participants in this weekend’s grand re-opening include Steve Babair,     

executive director of the Lee County Children’s Museum and Mayor Herb 
Hollan. Also included in the festivities are three winners of the most 
recent Lee County Science Fair: Jake Stern, 7, Shelby Voyer, 13 and Trent 
Jones, 16.  

 
WHEN: The grand re-opening will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 25. 

10 a.m.            Welcome by Hollan 
   10:05 a.m. Pledge of Allegiance by the three science fair winners. 

10:07 a.m.       Opening remarks by Babair 
10:15 a.m. Unveiling of the new map of the newly renovated museum 
10:20 a.m.  Musical presentation by the Spring Creek Elementary 

School 
10:30 a.m. Ribbon cutting ceremony by three students 
10:40 a.m. Closing remarks by Babair 
10:45 a.m. Museum open to the public 
 

 
WHERE: The grand re-opening will take place at the Lee County Children’s 

Museum, located at 78965 Orange St. in Fort Myers, Fla.  
 
NOTE: After the ceremony, the media is welcome to photograph the exhibits, 

including a new exhibit about the science of hurricanes and an interactive 
touch tank of marine life.  
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FACT SHEET 
  
Oct. 14, 2014  
      
Country Conservation is an annual community event that raises money for Lee County Wildlife 
Federation’s environmental protection initiatives. The event takes place each year on the second 
Saturday of January.  
 
History  
 

• From	2007-2010,	the	event	was	held	at	Centennial	Park	in	Fort	Myers.		
	

• The	past	four	years,	2011-2014,	the	event	has	been	held	at	the	Caloosahatchee	
Regional	Park	in	Lee	County.	
	

• Attendance	has	grown	from	600	attendees	in	2007	to	a	sold-out	crowd	of	2,200	at	
the	2014	event.		

 
2014 Event Facts 
 

• The headliner in 2014 was country band, Lady Antebellum. 
 

• The event raised $250,000. 
 
The Upcoming 2015 Event 
 

• The event is scheduled for Jan. 10, 2015. 
 

• This year’s headliner will be Jason Derulo 
 

• Proceeds from the 2015 event are being used to launch a Florida panther education 
initiative designed to try to decrease the number of panthers killed in collisions with cars. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Help Keep the Florida Gulf Coast University Food Forest Growing 
Donations of Organic Soil, Mulch, Nasturtium Seeds and a Compost Tumbler Needed 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Sept. 23, 2014) – The Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) Food 

Forest is in need of donations to keep the Food Forest growing. Donation needs include organic 

soil, mulch, nasturtium seeds and a compost tumbler.  

 The FGCU Food Forest, established in Spring 2011, is a student run botanical garden that 

belongs to the student body and is run by and for the students. However, not only is the Food 

Forest an educational tool for students, it is also a source of education for the community as it 

provides an educational opportunity to learn about the varieties of foods from around the world 

that are grown locally. By visiting the Food Forest, it gives the students and community an 

opportunity to see what you can grow in your own backyard by living in South Florida.  

 Many goals of FGCU are to teach the students how to live sustainable lives. One of the 

ways students can learn this is through a course called University Colloquium. Here students 

learn about not only the Food Forest but also about the environment around them and how they 

can live sustainable lives. One of the many opportunities for students to learn about sustainability 

is by visiting and volunteering at the Food Forest.  

“You take all that learning that happens in the classroom and you get to apply it,” said 

Jim Wohlpart, FGCU interem dean of graduate studies. “You get to get your hands dirty and 

everything comes to life; all the stuff that FGCU really represents; sustainability and service to 

the community.”  

 

–MORE– 
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 With the help of donations, FGCU can keep the Food Forest alive and available for many 

classes and generations of students to come. Consider taking a trip out to the FGCU Food Forest 

today to learn more about the food forest and help keep the garden growing by making a 

donation today.   

About the Florida Gulf Coast University Food Forest  

 The FGCU Food Forest is a student run botanical garden that provides students with the 

opportunity to learn about different varieties of edible and useful tropical and subtropical species 

that grow well in South Florida. The Food Forest is also available for students in need to pick 

fruits and vegetables that they may not be able to afford to buy. For more information on the 

Food Forest or to volunteer and earn service learning hours visit 

http://fgcufoodforest.weebly.com/ or attend a Food Forester meeting on Monday nights from 4-6 

p.m. or Thursday nights from 3-5 p.m.   
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First Rate Building Hires Public Relations Manager 
New Manager to Coordinate Company’s Communication Efforts 

 
 FORT MYERS, Fla. (Sept. 16, 2014) – First Rate Building has hired Amber Bauder as its 

new public relations manage. Bauder will be responsible for all aspects of the company’s public 

relations efforts, including media relations, website content, newsletter coordination and 

collateral material development.  

 Bauder, formally the public relations specialist for the Lee County Building Industry 

Association, has five years of prior experience. She holds a bachelor’s degree in communication 

from Florida Gulf Coast University.  

 “We are very excited to have Amber on board with us at First Rate Building,” said Peter 

Yust, CEO of First Rate Building. “We know she will be a great asset to our company and its 

customers.”  

About First Rate Building  

 First Rate Building, which has been in business for 14 years, is a private commercial 

construction company located in Fort Myers, Fla. Run by CEO Peter Yust, the company builds 

commercial, retail, office and medical buildings in Collier, Lee and Charlotte counties. For more 

information, Visit www.FirstRateBuliding.com or call 239-123-4567. Visit the company on on 

facebook at www.facebook.com/FirstRateBuilding and Twitter: @FirstRateBuilding.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
   

About Tampa Titans 

 The Tampa Titans, who finished runners-up in last year’s Kelley Cup, is in its fifth 

season as a member of the ECHL Professional Ice Hockey League and is an affiliate of the 

National Hockey League, Charlotte Everblades. For more information, visit the team’s 

Facebook, its website, www.tampatitans.com , or visit the Edison Arena box office located in 

downtown Tampa. Single game and season tickets are on sale now.  
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Lee County Wildlife Federation Concert Raises $250,000 
Funds to Benefit Florida Panther Education Initiative 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cypress Lake Middle School Girls Cross Country Team Wins District Championship 
Team Advances to the State Competition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hertz Corporation Relocates to Lee County 
More Than 700 Jobs Added to Lee County Economy 

   

###  

 
CONTACT:   
Alexis Farinacci 
Student 
772-216-3265 
aafarinacci9981@eagle.fgcu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 


